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gene c. bk, 

P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 

August 17, 1975 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

Received the books the other day and all were in perfect, if 
unsigned, condition. Is there any chance your autograph would 
make the book more attractive to a serious collector? All kidding 
aside, thank you very much. 

Yes, I've broken down the C6 and C7 by die state on my list, 
primarily because of the articles and exposure in FW. And yes, 

I would like to eventually acquire as many different die states 
of as many different varieties as possible. Admirable goal, no? 
Goads are meant to be set high, but with my income the goals 
appear more like dreams. Oh well, dreaming is nice entertainment. 

Thank you for the updated information on new discoveries and 
total population changes on the R7's. An R6 is still a dream 
for me but one of these yeare ... . Jim McGuigan claims to have 
cherried a F12 1794 C3a from the NEO show after I had left. Ouch. 
Could have sworn I looked at every half cent at least twice. 

Would you help me with a problem? Enclosed is a pressing of 

an 1803 C3 with the broken die at 18. The coin isn't in the 
greatest shape but it's obvious that the obverse die is almost 
terminal. It couldn't have lasted much longer. But the reverse 
doesn't show signs of the large crack. It's weak, but not in 

the proper area to be the start of the major break. Yet your 

text (page 3l) states it is scarce with perfect dies 

(first use), and quite common with the cracked reverse die 
(second use).'' How can this be? If a near terminal obverse die 
is paired with a reverse die that has not yet broken, it's 
almost inconceivable that it (C3) could be quite common with the 
second use of the reverse die. I must be overlooking something 
but this seems to be a contridiction to me. 

Thank you for the kind invitation to stop and chat if we are 
ever in the DC area. We may just take you up on it. We have 
relatives and friends in Baltimore and VA and are frequently in 
the area. The invitation extends from this direction also. 

Please let me know if you are ever in this area. Elyria is only 
20-25 miles west of Cleveland. Ron Guth (EAC 444) from FL and 
his new bride of two weeks were here yesterday. It may not have 
been the high spot of Chriss's honeymoon but Ron and I sure as 
heck enjoyed and helped each other. Watch for his article in 
PW on the 1825 C2 with the diagnostic Cl rim bump. 


Sincerely, 



September 6, 1975 


Mr. Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 
4720 Montgomery Lane 
Bethesda, MD 20014 


Hello Roger, 

Please excuse me for being a pest but it was your book that 
got me so engrossed in the ''little half sisters" and I’m holding 
you at least partially responsible for my enthusiasm. I’m sorry 
for throwing another question at you before you've had a chance 
to answer my last one but here goes. 

Enclosed is a pressing of a recently acquired 1806 C-2. 
Under magnification, there is a spur on the right side of the 
8 and the 0 in the date, and there is a prominent dot in the 
loop of the 6. Have you ever noticed any or all of the above? 
None of ay books mention any of these. The two spurs could be 
defects but the raised dot within the six sure appears to be 
intentional. I'd appreciate anything you can tell me about 
these. If the dot is common to that particular die, it could be 
an easy diagnostic point. Or is there an outside chance that 
this is another die (i don't have another coin to compare it 
too, obviously)? Thanks for any help you can give. 

Isn't the pressing a beauty? I spent a little time in 
the workshop the other night and threw together some scrap 
lumber and sheet rubber and lo and behold - a coin press. It's 
doing such a nice job that I spent one day last weekend pressing 
my collection for at home reference (the girl at the bank was 
getting tired of seeing my ugly face every Saturday). It sure 
beats the eraser technique I was using for pressings before. 


Halfsensibly, 










gene c. BRAIG 
P.o. Box 965 
Ely.-ia, Ohio 44035 
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gene C. BRAIG 
P.o. Box 965 
Ohio .44035 


13 March 76 


Dear Roger, 

Have a few minutes and wanted to write and thank you for 
giving so freely of your time and knowledge at the EAC meeting. 
You made the trip worthwhile for Mark, Prank and me. We really 
enjoyed having you expound until the wee small hours. As luck 
would have it, though, in my tired condition and less alert than 
normal, the PA bear managed to catch me in one of the most 
beautiful traps I've ever had the misfortune not to notice until 
it was too late. That indiscretion set me back an additional 
$15 but it wasn't too painful since there weren't a lot of half 
cents to be had and the wallet still had some green left in it. 

Bravery doesn't run in the family but upon returning home, 
with lower lip between teeth and toothpick in hand, I attacked 
my 1806 C-2 with the dot in the six under the scope. You're 
probably tired of hearing it but ''you were right" again. The 
dot melted away to nothing with very little effort on my part. 
One of these days I'll learn. How long does one remain a 
novice in this variety game? 

Mark and I have come up with another one though. We both 
have an 1857 with a flattened heart-shaped depression directly 
under the knot. We tried to get some Polaroid shots of it but 
they didn't turn out real well. It's hard to capture something 
that minor. Mark wants to write it up and send it in to PW 
along with th? pictures. Something adhering to the die isn't 
quite as dramatic as a new die break or a dot but we're having a 
lot of fun looking. 

Can't remember if we told you or not - Mark sold the S-12 
I used to make the EAC handout pressings with to Ted Naftzger 
after the business meeting. It did us good to learn that even 
Ted will stoop to buying a fake on accasion. Wonder how the 
electro will look next to all of his MS goodies. 

Thanks, Roger, for making the trip worthwhile, and please 
keep me in mind if you locate some nice duplicates. Helping 
the competition isn't all that bad. 

Sincerely, 




GENE C. BRAIG 



-- Elyria, Ohio 44035 
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GENE C. BRAIG 
P.O. Box 965 
Eijrta, Ohio 4403S 

24 March 76 


Dear Roger, 

Enclosed is a rough drawing of the 1857 with the depression 
beneath the knot. I sent the photos to Mark and he hopes to 
write something up and send it into PW. His coin is a nice 
Unc and nine is typically low-grade VF20 but the depression 
shows up equally well on both. I had noticed it on mine but 
thought it was nothing more than damage until Mark came up with 
an exact duplicate. 

Frank Wilkinson has located what he believes to be a fairly 
early unknown state on the 1811 C-l. The pressing he sent me 
does not have the cud break but the die is definitely starting 
to go. I asked him to send you a pressing for your information 
and, hopefully, comments. 

Things have been so slow around here I actually broke down at 
a small show last Sunday and bought some silver type coins. 

For someone who has purchased virtually nothing other than Half 
Cents for almost two years the change of pace came as quite a 
shock to my system. My wife thought I had flipped out when I 
got home and showed her what I had bought. 

Sales from my list have slowed now after only two to three 
dozen pieces but I sold another copy of your book yesterday. 

At this rate we should deplete your supply in no time. How 
many more do we have to go? 

My inventory is enclosed, as you requested. I'm obviously not 
into CC or even high grade items so there is no need to apologize 
for your duplicates being low grade. An identifiable variety 
in G6 with surfaces and no detracting defects is welcome at any 
time. Please keep me in mind as you run across anything I can 
use. I do have a lead on an 1805 C-4 (G-l f I'm learning) in 
F12 with "great surfaces" but have not seen the coin or heard the 
price as yet. Here's hoping. Wish it were a C-2 G-4. 


Sincerely, 



GENE C. BRAIG 
P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 


May 7, 1976 


Hello Roger, 

It's been a while - how have you been? I imagine tax 
season has kept you pretty busy. I help out a few relatives 
and friends but don't do enough to make it a chore at tax time 
(except for my own). 

Enclosed is a pressing of my latest acquisition. You're 
the first one I've told about it except for a novice from RI 
who is mainly interested in type coins and not necessarily 
early copper. It's your 1794-7, obviously, but a little nicer 
than your book indicates it is normally found. Is there any 
chance it is nice enough to be included in the CC and, if so, 
where? The pressing is fairly accurate except some of the 
mushiness is due to crud adhering to the surfaces that I haven't 
built up the nerve to try to remove as yet. This coin is quite 
a joy to me as it is only my second R6 (high or otherwise). 

My only other fairly recent acquisitions have been your 
varieties #2 and #4 of 1803 which have been eluding me at every 
step. The #2 is far from being a nice coin but it serves a 
purpose by filling a blank spot. The #4 is a pleasing Fine with 
better than average surfaces and a welcome addition to my 
collection. 

Someone in the Postal Service ripped off a copy of your 
book last month. I sent two to a West Coast collector but he 
received only one with tape hanging all ofer the place. See, 
the book is popular in undreamed of circles. 


Sincerely, 
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GENE C. BRAIG 
P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 


May 15, 1976 


Dear Roger, 

Thanks for the information on my newly found 1794-7. Every 
time you talk about toothpicks and toothbrushes I start to 
shudder but I'm learning. I did take a toothpick to the coin 
under the scope and clean up the date area and the blob in the 
left loop of the bow, etc. The coin does look a little better 
now. One of these days I'll let you work on one of my coins 
so I'll have a scapegoat if the results aren't as expected. 

Nice, no? I did buy some pure olive oil but haven't had the 
nerve to use it yet! 

You mentioned the B & R 1794-7 in your letter. Do you have 
any idea what the coin sold for? I figured Jim McGuigan to be 
interested in it as my records show he needs it and his favorite 
competition, Jon Lusk, has only a G6. 

Your last rarity/CC update showed the 1794-7 as being 
known in MS. Did you downgrade it to AU50 in your letter or 
has something else happened? These Half Cents get confusing 
after a while. 

Yes, my collection now contains 66 varieties plus a few 
additional die states. It's not much but you have to start 
somewhere. Considering my involvement with the little half 
sisters is only about 2^ years old, my progress hasn't been too 
bad. I would appreciate any help you can offer from your 
duplicates and will take you up on the offer if and when I ever 
get to your area. Sue (wife) and I were going to head for ANA 
this year but it's financially out of the question so we may 
take a trip to VA and Baltimore where we have relatives and 
friends. My vacation is slated for ANA week so we may be able to 
get together unless you plan to be in NY. 

Could you furnish me the population on the other R6 items 
as you know them in your notes? I've noted the populations you 
furnished at EAC for the R7 and R8 items but guess we ran out of 
time before getting down into the R6's. There never seems to be 
enough time for everything. 

Is there any chance you'll be heading this direction for 
the NEO show l/lS - 7/l8? I 've already contacted Mark Borckardt 
and Prank Wilkinson and hope to write to McGuigan and Lusk from 
Michigan so we may have a mini-ijieeting going. We normally have 
a show-and-tell session the day before and get to the show early 
the next day for all the cherries. That's the show where Jim 
found his 1794-3a last year. 
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GENE (*■ BRAIG 
P-0. Sox 965 
ttyri*, Ohio 44035 


May 27, 1976 


Dear Roger, 

Thanks much for the information on the R6 population. I 
see where you wait until you’ve actually seen the coin to update 
your notes officially. Guess experience has taught you that 
this is wisest and less time consuming in the long run. It 
makes a lot of sense. 

I do not stress the rarity factors as much as it may seem. 
My main claim is curiousity. That and the joy of coming up with 
something that is definitely hard to locate, regardless of just 
how hard. My two R6's will be R4's by the time my collection 
goes on the block but, in the interim, it's been fun. 

I understand W. K. Raymond went all the way to $600 for the 
1794-7 (the highest mail bid was $570) from the Montgomery 
collection offered by B & R in 2/76. The coin is supposedly a 
VP, probably a 25 or 20 since B & R mention a few negatives. 

In retrospect, my F12 or F15 1794-7 was a relatively good buy 
at under $400. Had it been listed in a catalog I would not have 
placed a bid as the high caliber coins are generally out of my 
range. The "commercialism" aspects definitely enter the 
picture when you are on a limited budget. 

I am aware of Mr. Cogan's 1794-8. The last I heard it was 
available for trade only (he preferred a 1794-6). The coin is 
supposedly VF20 but black. John has one heck of a start on a 
nice collection, judging from the inventory he sent me. The last 
I heard he was working on completing the 1793's. Nice! In any 
case, if he is willing to sell the 94-8 now for cruddy old cash 
I hope he takes your advise and contacts me. 

How comprehensive are your notes on the population of the 
R5 ranks? I'll probably be bugging you for that next. Guess 
the name of the game is "how low do you Go?". 

I understand that Jon Lusk has found a 1795-1 or 2 struck 
on a thin lettered-edge planchet and that he may have purchased 
the 1796 advertised by Jack Beymer as VG-F. Jim McGuigan 
supposedly got three coins from the Showers collection: 94-5 in 
25; 97-3b in 12 and 05-2 in 8. Rumors only!! 


Sincerely, 


GENE C. 8RAIG 
P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 4403S 


August 13, 1976 


Dear Roger, 

The PEST is back again, this tine hoping to gain access 
to the vault housing your collection and the opportunity to 
view same. I'm making the assumption that your offer was 
serious but set me straight if I'm out of line. 

Current plans call for me to be in Mechanicsville, MD 
sometime on Monday, 8/23. Early Tuesday I hope to depart for 
NY and the ANA convention, where I have reservations for two 
nights at the Americana. This will allow me to take in the 
portion of the auction dealing with half cents and the EAC 
meeting the following night, with an early departure back to 
Mechanicsville on Thursday, 8/26. Plans to return to Ohio are 
indefinite but, as a working man, I must be back by Monday. 

Any chance at all we'll be able to get together someplace along 
the line for a private to semi-private showing of your collection 
(and hopefully duplicates)? 

I'm driving and really enjoy company, if you are so inclined. 

Prank Wilkinson and I have been wheeling for the two 1811 
pre-2* break die states listed in PW this month, but with no 
success. Did you have a chance to see them while they were in 
Mr. Patman's possession? I'm surprised that nothing has been 
reported pertaining to the earlier die states before. 

Things have been slow for me recently. My most recent 
acquisition is a F12 1794-C4a from Jon Lusk. Nothing special, 
but the lack of one was becoming annoying. I also received 
from Ron Guth one of the 1825 C-2 with the rim lump diagnostic 
of the C—1 written up in PW a few issues back. It makes for 
interesting conversation. Ron wants to hold out for sub-variety 
classification but I'm inclined to agree with the old timers 
and put it in the same category (whatever that may be) as a 
broken die. 

Hope we can get together again. 


Sincerely, 




GENE C. 8RAIG 
P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 

September 24, 1976 


hello Roger, 

We sure missed you at the ANA convention this year. It 
was a fairly good show and the EAC meeting turned out to be 
quite an eye opener. A fellow who, before the official meeting 
started, had introduced himself as someone who used to collect 
half cents, joined the "group" (Raymond, Cogan, Lusk, McGuigan, 
Katman, myself) and asked if we would like to look at a few of 
the pieces from his collection. He then proceeded to dazzle us 
with the following: 94-lb F15; 95-2b F15 with a few problems; 
°5-6b FI2 ?; 96-2 F15+ thick planchet; 97-3c ugly but definitely 
identifiable; 02-1 VG10; 05-2 VF20 with scratches; 31-1 VF20. 

We thought McGuigan was going to faint! 

Bill Raymond showed us on John Cogan*s cherried AU50 1806-2 
where traces of what appear to be numerous other r’s can be made 
out under the R of Liberty on high grade specimens. McGuigan 
offered Cogan 81,000 on the spot for the coin but John wanted to 
keep it since it was a "slight improvement over the porous G4 in 
his collection". John did sell me another 04-5, which brings my 
count up to three. The next time we meet I may have five and beat 
the statement in your book about seeing as many as four at a time,, 

I had hoped to visit you and, hopefully, see your collection 
but my return to our friends in Kechanicsville was late Thursday 
and they had plans for us on Friday and we left early Saturday 
morning. Maybe the next trip. You do show your collection to 
interested collectors, do you not? 

Frank Wilkinson picked up a VF20 03-4 (cherry) and a VF35 
04-5 (attributed), both of which please him greatly. Frank also 
said to ask you about the Norweb collection in Cleveland, OH. 
Cleveland is a stone's throw away for me and I’d love to see a 
really high-power collection if at all possible. Frank indicates 
that some high-power half cents are included in the collection 
but said to check with you. 

My only decent addition was a VF20 1811-1 which I bought 
.ping to beat McGuigan's auction purchase in a Whist match. 
Seriously, it was a nice improvement over my VG. I did wander 
down to PACE Coin Shop to see the Edward's copy Ralph has been 
advertising but the price/value relationship was not there, even 
though the coin was fairly nice (but not Unc). 

The clan hopes to congregate at the MSNS annual fall show 
in November. Any chance you'll be there? 


Sincerely, 
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GENE C. BRAIG 
P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 

December 5, 1976 


Dear Roger, 

Just a quick note to fill you in on the happenings at 
MSNS and the gathering of the "clan" on the outside chance that 
no one else has. 

The MSNS show was one of their better ones with many 
dealers and adequate space for a change, but copper wasn't too 
available. Nick of Nick's coins (VA) did show up at Borckardt's 
table with a double-row box of low grade half cents. I checked 
it quickly looking for scarce varieties - zero. I did cherry a 
VG 1803 Cohen-2 on the floor. Not all was wasted. 

We started gathering at Jon Lusk's around 6:00 Friday and 
got serious when Raymond showed up around 8:00 carrying half 
cents galore. Seven of us sat down at the Whist table with a 
large cent collector as score-keeper: Jon Lusk, Jim McGuigan, 
Bill Raymond, Frank Wilkinson, Alan Brouard, Mark Borckardt and 
myself. Jon had designed a computer program to score the match 
and Jim beat WK by a point (unofficial input - the official 
scores had disappeared). 

We got through only 1804 but saw 48 of the 54 possible 
varieties. The missing six were 93-4, 94-lb, 94-3b, 96-1 and 2, 
and 97-3c. Ricky Gross was supposed to join us but didn't make 
it but it is doubtful he would have been carrying the 94-3b. 

WK was carrying his unique sub-varieties and we really enjoyed 
being able to see them. 

The number of best grades/number of varieties by player 
were as follows: WK 27/33; Jim 16/37; Jon 2/40; Frank 2/l5; 

Gene l/29; A1 0/l2; Mark o/l2 (Mark was playing with part of his 
dad's stock). All of this is unofficial - PW should have a 
factual write-up in the next issue. 

Around 4:00 AM ’WK mentioned that most of what he was 
carrying was for sale so we got out the coffee and had at it. 
Some of his offerings were: 94-7 15; 94-8 8; 95-1 20 (nice); 
95-2b 2 (very ugly); 95-3 in 5,6, 6, 8, and 15; 97-2 15; 97-3b 
5; 04-1 40; 04-4 (ugly 4 per WKR but VG7 to the rest of us - I 
bought it); 04-5 35; 04-6 #1 40; 04-9 55; 04-11 40 with green 
on rev; 05-2 ? but nice; 05-4 55; 06-2 ? but nice; 08-2 VF; 

11-1 4*break 35. Plus others, including a few proofs. 

Mark and I left Saturday as Bill was pulling out the coins 
again for a private showing for Jim and Jon. I haven't heard 
what, if anything, they bought. 

Bob Yuell says he really enjoyed his visit with you. He 
hasn't stopped raving yet! Wish you both could have made MSNS. 

Sincerely, 
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GENE c. BRAIG 
P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 


01 January 77 


Dear Roger, 

I understand that your time is now limited and that you 
will not be able to respond to too many letters but I wanted 
to write and thank you for the updated CC. When are you 
going to let us semi-serious collectors in on who owns all the 
high-power pieces you list in the CC? I'm starting inventory 
lists on the collectors I come in contact with, hoping to get 
an idea of where a needed variety may come from in the future, 
assuming cherries continue to be found. 

A recent letter from Bob Yuell RAVES about your collection 
and duplicates. Offer me a standing invitation to call you for 
an appointment and chances are I'll take you up on it within 
the forseeable future. I hate to admit it, but there is not 
one "Cohen” coin in my collection. Somehow, I cannot imagine 
anyone having 13 of the 1805 C3 in his duplicate box. Bob 
may not stop raving for the next three years! 

Rost of us at Ann Arbor were aware that the coins WK was 
carrying were not really his. Still, put yourself in our 
shoes. Who can resist the lure of competition? Even WK is 
subject to human frailities. When he admitted he was carrying 
about 150 half cents, it made the day for the rest of us who 
stand a snowball's chance of seeing some of what he was 
carrying. I've been interested (seriously interested) in your 
little half sisters for a little over two years and have now 
had a chance to see and actually handle some unique and semi¬ 
unique sub-varieties. If it takes the word "Whist" to bring 
that type of coin out onto the table, so be it. I'm all for 
it. Add a few coins ranked in the CC and the evening was 
complete. Please remember, Roger, some of us are new to this 
game and are willing to accept the scraps. We're the ones who 
may want to buy your collection one of these days. Intact* 

Rumor has it that, after I left the clan gathering, Jim 
McGuigan bought a VF20 1795 Cl (may be a 25) and a MS 1797 
Cl (I don't know where this one came from unless it is the 50+ 

WK showed in the Whist match). Jon Lusk supposedly bought one 
of WK's numerous 1795 C3's in G6 for around S375. Jim is 
supposedly working on WK for the 1804 C2. Chances are he will 
own it (Whist graded VG10, WK graded F12-15?) by the next time 
I see him. 

Roger, I've rambled long enough. 3ack to those returns! 


Sincerely, 




GENE C. BRAIG 
P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 44035 
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EDWARD C. ROCHETTE, CAE 
Executive Vice President 


May 11, 1984 


Mr. Gene C. Braig 
P.0. Box 965 
Elyria, OH 44036 

Dear Mr. Braig: 

We have received a response to our letter in regard to your complaint against 
Bowers and Merena Galleries. 

Mr. Merena advised that when the two coins were returned to them, they were 
personally examined and it was agreed that they were accurately graded. It 
was felt that the grading as listed in the catalog was properly listed and 
neither fair to the coin or to the consignor. 



ECR/py 


cc: Mr. Ray Merena 



GENE C. BRAIG 
P.O.Box 965 

Elyria, Ohio 




tZ) e » 

■7^-r &*/£.&/*£> ^A<ZA ^ /7 -H /3+/yJ 
{^/a/ #/-*-•/ /? OSAO fV7> O Z> S5u-r Co/fp/S /O />-&/< 7~ 0 S&uA/Q-e' 
O/JS uJ /T /i a /9^ r J/°^Vyc' TAA7~ S A VS a/&7'*"J6> ( a /0 

Sov? Ts/sos y so r** l), OJjs# / was oa/o ta^o to 

T/?A,i- CoAPCtZ. co/Vi ^ ^ ^.S ^<P^2> TWAT V/AUO 

_S^2> #6 A A a/ S/sJC-O. /T MT£A*r-*T, a/* ync 

V/ST (]>/?A2)OS rVLCM PA 0-7) *) oO } ~J)aVO } P&ST 7)*^*- TCi 

Senr /F AsV'/c//^ **££- &*S'APPM c -* 4r * ^^ 

Quevm/'j a?fiJAJ;csf- d=>/?*-£^> / 

Ycu'^ Wauo TO '*&*£’ A-06,0**.*** r»v*- VOO 

s /rs 99 , 

/Y)y /?cS 0 *A>C/V A/AS Ot. a/ SUCCO SS F . 

P/lOV>,AA>L £ ,** ,S fiOSOTSA^VT 7-M*. 

7aaa/x post TMO Pc/a/- boujsf oJ ^ 6'**-*. 

/4, /3rtfVV; //6> 7-0 /?£-**.* 7- SOT /OuffiC*JAS"f& S 

S- p/oco orTA*/*r6> ojA'f 


,SbA-C/< OJPO ^• 


'm wA&r**. ,S TVS /tef */ >r v* «-~C 

'2)cr0/?>£^ TO / T SP^£~, 

/fl-v rf£:c.iSrVT ACTt(V'7V /VAS osoos/ - o — 

ASr C cTA 7- To /Z. A) V" Vfcp * (& 'z> /er S7~Ar--V * S 
U>;t/V *IS, 'bersVcA /V T/f*~ PoA/yi o A A) 2>//T 
* C-/< OZ= 7~MO StA 7~0 ^ ^ s*>/e±-/4 V< . a/£V*- v<Z_ 
T/*A-i> 7~AV A T /3 AT A-a A. ^r. Ya/T iro-oz/i 
<#Ac/< rsiosn (£> ce OS S)/°/><r#st s To 

'TAA7~ AS CA^Zt-V /As ST-Ars * S' C AL- 
** £> C^OcO <S A A 2> O' <s~JrA A) A £. OS AAZO S) 

PA/Af/). er 

J S/j/C A A £ /- Sj 

Trie Se.CR.er ib success; AlmfelZ Tt\e 
Sc feWR «m, rteUeR me scRe^ee 



/ */ v/Q'iy 


btrrtE’ R 

tfo fir* 9(X 

cUyRh 9- Ohio 

Yh 3 c* 


Cj-b&eu Cr-Si^j^ j 

X O / ZU>i~-, /J o-h /CjX^A -^<au X-<j-4^i-0~-X > X-/ 

£*- 1Utfuut*£ a^'pJle. a/ JX+±-qJa &( '%» **f XX 

) to -&x*A C'0wO>£*/^ /Z sL*. zzLa, (f^/ue^voc-e^ 

VcM^U^aXu*, of *£e, ixyy^M) SZc&s) 

tw JL* 6*- 0'c*-^L e ^ ^ - c ’^-£' Xt$A&*s to -cX LjQ*X~^ 

Aj^b^it ^ £jL- X / t»-^|-<^MC>' to _-&<OL U^LSU& UJ <XY /£.f XL*J&JVt~&A-£*? 

<tx*wjg^ 'f -lug^tx Ctrut- /VI OsXJJU, ^-^^Lervje-^^-v / ^ 

^ ^ Q\*J2— LO '£&&<. /Q-£L(f~<J^ <3--tx-T3--<ja_- 

O /vLuJt ^OM^L Q, aJMUs*** C*-~£ to CX-C^£^<- C- 0*-AA^l£j<- Aa vJ2- '^a> -^X- <2^»- 

Xtd^tdx <u I# /j^ tj Jh /U tdj2~* 

il djujL \J JL^J: d**' *>ts£-<**x-osP X - <30- J2-JC c aJULe~~h X JL ^^ a ^ J 

/f c^ Tp^rOB.- wXo e»^ i^Jt£v<t£V U> <e^ TXl~&. *f 

yC^JLr^ ftcrv*' ! 

/? 

Xl A^^tJZnhc^ 

O'-f^e^ . 


(p.£ ^ xJ ./U&* ^2*4 ^ IAJU*jl^ ^ CCE&*4&-Y 

aJSjl f\ fOS Q /i/*-nA»+&- Xj^j^ 

(X-J deJ- XX ^ l^JUy AJW/ X— ^G«-4W . '/Jj&XJL- 

(XnjL AA? Q*lj24£~P (pXcjun X*> < 3 u*y a/XLes XI cXX&ts 

XdX***j> Xd (pX&*4 0- &***■ QX^6 u~p> . 



From the desk of 
GENE BRAIG 


GENE C. BRAIG 
P.O. Box 965 
Elyria, Ohio 44036 


/ 


/ */**/*</■ 

~ 6 xr<_ , 

A/yyYV JxiS /Vofi-r ,r' S 

&/</- VOis 'yl £ yVoy- A YYIAMCcA7~ 

/?*r»t.iV 7~->ycirt c-cr You u'oz.tr- 

■T'ujr' Scsne rot*/. )/cu yl ^*rr*A— 

Z>/2> yJ e> t ~ cma*/C& yt>V e>Y>/*/>*>*/' of 7 ~//at- 
6> Aouy / f's A ^ A £TY7> V y-o&J. 

^/ct/Yi. J-.JT7'7'4-rZ- 2> > ^ C/t/t/YCf 5 cy1Y7/Yyy/ & > 

7~MO . / YAC/^Mfb SO Y/AM> /9 r- / Y~~ 

( Sea ay) T///9T’ / Sc/<.*2> S*t*rr 

/ 1/. syW 2> yew r/yf c a ±~» m yyJ & /Q/*.*-, 

/MY ffj foYL rY/£T SA/f/OY/Y' AaY S A 

S~/a/Yf/i t-t-V. 


£ot, Z> YYMY&Y/. 



/So/ 

c-/ 



Caach. ro Fmi r~ 

/} op A/ner#/<4 

1 

* > 

2/V/SZ . | 


'/>*-* a. /^4«e y 


/) S a/OT^O /3 V Aitt-r 
jfirt'AA*-*- /»*/*✓ ,ssue-s 
OA P/cJ A & o . 

/)<.CaA-rt> V£Sr* <*>•'/ 
Ar A Cos*/»**■<-'A *- 
cAs- ~bx-/ sttouf. 

u*n>e*~ mr %ceA<r, 

Tap C«4Cj< /»*•/ 


i" 

I 


I 


£■ XTJt'-AJO Ae'/o*'* 

TA .r A t AAo^n 
C/fcS£<>AK. AAltrAj To f 
TAir Kirn, a/ot ; ; i 
/rXcucx e <?/✓// STAiaa 
/°A tss urn? ok. ;i 

)<A0U‘i.irb&ir &J sny Aaat 

~7o r'£-2.K To*. So/**?, 

/$j/y 7 

C- »J TAT' Co//J ( 7>(AAnf ) . 


JL _ 








From the desk of 

GENE BRAIG 


GENE C. BRAIG 
PX>. Box 965 . 
Elyria, Ohio AAT3t 


3//<?/*£ 


/^e>Otr*L - 

A GOsaT H/i A > 'TCt>/)Y - '/V W KL. 

/CVct-O Ji/rb . /-r i*. A -« & \Z*A r/SC~& /)-£ 

C-Oi-c*. t f/L^Ai-enrr F/L*rt? /^v-r A 7 F £■ P— 

C-oa/-z>, r/€>/f t ' Prcser**- V F Ac s>i J)/S O** 

C- V *• J. A cry e */ >j/ /J&A rF a A. a/ (/S TAATt a j IP/ 
CT///TJl_ ?) /Y)fl/A/F . 

/C&C/T JUTT7-*r4,«/C* /£ SAJ/tJ-J. i'bUAj/), 

/3i*i.c* C?\ * f*T£-A- ~r»F 4 'S -r*c*.F 4*'r 

2>t'A*y V -FtfeeJ ;*T PAtrssj«f&> C>*/xy 9<2-3 #*S. 

rFJ/Z/yl F/)/> - *> '**£' Fc/L A 9*5'-&& 7 "USO 

{*/*znH’tra'pjs AGO, C-OUAT r F"/. 

A At KJl Fo/L &£TSfiO*/*'*'& 7~0 AaVa/V. /^AYsOu 

«£'<-<- 4= AX* UP o«r * A,-rTJ.tr 

&/*€> Spj/P'^fpo C/-CCA4. r//»rcv^^) 
Sm&cu>& s^/Ca/S of /Se///G P /3uy&t-» 4* P>puc//r 
JTO ^/FFtTui ivrA^A Caats /T)aak a*/j> 

r4/)c/< AF2 >3 chasj*/**- 4* <rusr C-or P a/ 
mi C / Tfs/lSX ST- ss) S<S Srs,*. «srss '*■-'* * 

*>« S*,«ss*(. AAATSAi. *.'«/** «--/ Sr»A */. 

tfoui, Go /$+**- FO 


YOU/G TWX JTS. 




GENE C. 

P.O. Box 965 . 
Elyria. Ohio 44036 



From the desk of . ’ > ' 7 / J/ / s 7 
GENE BRAIG 

/? e> & } 

4/fsr /S *4 u***>j*r& 

Artb /DMOT-OS e>s * <***-*-*T*.r''*sS. 

Ms ^ 2>*S /U^-rx ' r*«- 

,13* /7«- /3~~Ss~-r- S-u^f 

M«"-* <7U»'S A^i> J^A«"< ^ a a/ 2> £- *r-2> T* ^ 
C-A/vcA A ) / -re>e'< A/orsrs. T# ^ 

J&fV**.o/»rS. T~7* **/***»/>* <■***** '-* 
G&yJsAfli-^/ y/6v^ T**<f rrt* &***,«/* *- 

T***s*c,rv«r caa*<t *S 

/ / - 2 > g>aa 2> s /nosrz asu^sa. • 

/ <Xett*-z> ’TAlA/s.* ( m 

sr^*- /»*^ w /3C '^ "' 7 '° 

mb as tmaS r^° *r»r*##- s * 

■77,s ±,tr ,*^LT ***- 
P.^ss us* ,r /r~ «,** 

ro r/^ */*> *««•"* 

A.y y?—^ ys a 

rc M>zy //o3 ^* c/< ^ ^ 

/y)ASV rtbCSAS OS */«*'«’ AS2> 

Ls a, — ^ 

UMir*- r»* <C ’" CV ' 7- 

Mt/tr' z* Y°« y , ___ 


93-/ a 

HX 

07/2/ 

99 - 3, 

3 zr 

j <0 

»A/St Xf9*-> 

-/ uz 

b3*~ 

o7/t*i k , MtcnrsA*i*cir, £kc. 



2 (A a-) 

OS/SX /Ju/r>tSC.O 

C aka 'to * 7'oy 

■Z x 

4X 

Jl/SZ, Srt.rr,**! 

OO - / 


-3 H 

OX 

oC/t*3 $4rnt**- t) 

00 • / 

Tzr 

cX 

vS/St /*//** Xrsx. 

-4 cc 

So £ 1#e 

/3t*t>unt.-OJ a/aka*- 

02-/ 


2 

12/13 Lau D£*. **S-0 

M-l a zr 

60 (*s) 

Shikikus 

- Z 

rr 

<JS (*S) 

n /73 JZs* &,-r<r*S 

-As zr 

3X (»,) 

05/SC / ) Ais»‘«- 

-JL 


B (s.c..) 

6*/jS //*A~' 4 ■ #*•*£ * 

-ZA X 

4o 

0*3/Zl Xa?a/cKk,*s/ 

03-/ 

zr 

cz. 

0 7/yS X^aAaxt v 

Za X 

7 (f/Poa.) 

01/&S /3o,£ve*r- 

-Z, 

m 

/£> 

09 /8 O Su/’XX'O*. *3Z 

-3a 2T 

/X 

Q . /4ousr,J 

j - Z 

jzr 

Jot**) 

6 wry 




-z 

zr 

40 

02/3 ? /t * XT} *<?.*&£, 

'V/? un 

cX 

O'/SZ, X* **>»*/ 

-3 

<777T 

XX 

Ot,/S2 / XkaAa/k^A 

- 4 A 7T 

io (T.:T) 

!»/>Z S/J>n?i(us 

-a/ 

zzr 

4o 

OS/SZ Stack's 

-^/J jf 

63 ( ¥ Jru) 

02/SC €,Tooj£ 

o4-/ 

£ 

4X(*u) 

02 / 7 ^ /&AV sr>o*l> 




-z. 

zr 

(0 

IA/ 7 ! Xo*s«/C» 

'6/? ZZT 

/Z 

Ot/ll 

- * 

zr 

30 (»*) 

/2/7X /°,sS£5 




- s 

X 

xsr 

oV/?f 6r. (?*■*’*£ 

-7 X 

4o(-c) 

OX/S3 #o/*'«fS*4 

- X 

XT 

3C> 

02/74 OJA 7 -A 

-i tjT 

*o ( M 6>) 

oi/83 //a rm* 4 

- (e> 

& 

4S 

e>7 /7 < i /3*AixA*ar 

- ? zsr 

OS' 

0>/S2 As/ 

- Ct> 

■x 

vr 

za/S/ 

fcW 2T 

CS+Cis/s) 

03/sc Stacks * 73 $ 

- C 



07/7 7 /jAoZS 

-*?/» :T 

C.O + 

07/S3 Stacks *XAO 

-c 

7JT 

X <0 

03 /S/ A>iv/ 

or 

/X (ye/** )C-j) 

O i/S3 /i'at^aJ 

-(o 

z: 

X'o 

03 /So 477 rttAte **./ 

'3 X 

BO ('3) 

Of./8 Z ~Terr 

-t> 

yr 

4X 

Cl/79 Z$4A /(, 

-9- 2T 

CO 

0^)75 Stack's *£o 

-6 

*lTL 

so 

"/7^ /Saak* 

-3> 2T 

xo 

0 7/S i s3*< *'"7S8 

- 6 

X !\J 

4o 

08/74 6JAT< 

•-5* zr 

U£ ( M /)(S7ca) 

0 7 /2o Cs.Ss'/nr / 

- (0 XXL 

XX 

07/79 /*?/ X*jy 


7 (SIC, ?) 

0 3/S3 

-7 

-rr£ 

XX 

o¥/S! X.cJaiokt 

-6/* zr 

C0■*■ 

Ol/SCo Su A*3 o>Z 

'7 

ZX 

30 (er/sc) 

O 2/74 OO A 7~S 

-6/3 2? 

40 (SOi ?) 

03/8 X do* wr- 

- 7 

vtjt 

/ z. 

OS/8\ 

?<w zr 

63 (**) 

OA/gJL X~jcr7~ 

| - * 

ixr 

03 

oc,/s4- 6, /BaiXiT.£A^. 

•a r 

CX 

0j/32 7~err~ 

-2 

vjl 


H J 76 ^AAAmSKKT 

9n-/ r 

4 O Tal. 

ct/TCs //sy 

j -2 

■x 

6 >ot 

/o/X4- Stack i *~¥J7 

- / 7x: 

¥S TAU 

••/*7 /3 «/€_ 

! ■* 

nr 

6Xt*f) 

03/7 ? /4Ayxrn>Kt> 

-z & 

XX 

Ot/SC *3334 

I -* 

zTir 

(*3 

os /79 x~, /S**/ 

- z zzr 

<0 

07/SS SuAka>»A. *14/ 

-/o 

r 

uX 

O/ /g) /2>K)«X 

-3a 

4o (**) 

"/t 2 S*,~>K~i 

-// 

3T 

*/o C**) 

,a / 7 9 X/x As 




04-/£ X 6S 

OV/71 

32 -/ X 

CS* 

-XU*****. 

- >3 Ul- C 6 

«3/// TS^r 

-X X 

bX 

°4*> ~77-rr~ 

->z 3oU<* ***,*'> 

oz/ 76, 2o>s*. 

- X 

A or 

Oi/x4 (^£rin') 

e>S- / X OS 

»*/T» C-w**/ 

\ -3 zr 

1 

<*>3 

*2/t3 2.Ac4t>*«_ X A£Z. 

-z U '» (*i)(.'°/'s) 

04/76 /TIwa/ 

33-/ jx 

03 

>4 7S S. 6Je,^4, *o 

■3 IC /z* (>*/•*) 

oo.y/r Zr*c« i *>J 

34-/ 

Pa 6,7 

03 /fZ U>*rA>*~- 

- 4 zr ss 

64/26 Sr.it* f "-?5' 

-/ 

07 

00/7°) r~,r%C.e*A‘-r> 

oc- / jr ts (* 4 ) 

Ol/Z f Terr- 7- 

3X-/ 

07 

Ol/S' £u/* a,*A. *2--l- 

-I 72T S3-(*4) 

OZ/2S Terr 

-z. 

07 

Oi/ZS Stack's *Z 

-3 JZ ,o C*7) 

/ 2 / 0 S /v. $r*7r 

3 6» O <9 1 c* 

Pa. os+- 

n/ru 7~2-rr 

'3 ru 7 

/o/?S /V). Sr~ rr 

4o-&;/f 

P*t.S 

*Z/i6 X, Pace ,A 

-*f zr 

07/77 

-63 

Pa or 

00/S7 P /.vsr->& 

07-/ ZZT <>3 

0 e t/i4 aoaa c/} *44 

43- A/A 

P*0£-+ 

07/n/- £ ./Taaa.s 



40- A/* 

PA<-r 

03/!U 25. l/occ.,A 

J7 

/o/73 C.AAO* M* CV 

41-/31/) 4 

Ptior 

63/ZU 2>. l/oft / rf 

^>/-j jr SS" 

01 / 7 ^ fityerr£ 

42-Ax 

P* 6. Si¬ 

ot/ir r* 

2C 

S <S> U /*/>£ 

44-/2>* X 

ft art- 

° 7 /*4 67cA*r^ 

-* ,ZZI> -rr 

°i/?S Sret* S w *4> 

44- / iT 

P 3 

02/73 A*a -/uy ■*(, i 

-3 2T £6' 

0 / / f f ~XP T 7* 

SO-/ 77 

03 

o7/t3 /3o/fc.*/e*. t> t 

- V zr 43 


<57-/ UP 

ox 

01 /SX /Paca^ata. */e>// 

-5" 2T 

Ot/Xj. S3*** a 

SJ-Az 

PaC3 + 

GZ/ZS /*/)//£A*rAC.A *4/ 

-i zr io 

01/73 t4A71& 

63-/ Sf 

£,3 

yj/ZTL /v/y *'7 

/«?- / 77T> &S" 

07/SO $A/*Wr-u 

S4 -/ X 

6.3 

os /to SrArrfJ*nrr--t- 

//-/ r ^ 

"/7S- 

64-ax 

03 

/o/Si » C/r&j. 0 

-/ V* S0(**T,t) 

04 /XX /3*ak» 

ss-/ zr 

0S+ 

o//Z> Pt , e> o) a */ 

~ 2. 3T 4r 

01 /SI Le,t>„ A J 

SA-AZa 

67 

64/74 2 >*c. l//U^‘V 

& is 

ok/iS '77* *»**»* 

fb-AZc. 

Pa 66 

, 0 /ZL Sywcxi-<«r 

ox-/ zzr 2,3 

0 7/$S 47 Ac* '* *W 

S7-/ 

63 < 

pS/So 5r/VmA-rz 

-«R ZZZ 0*/- 

n/X(° S,et*<- *&> 

X 7 -AX 

4a 6 si- / 

'a / X 6 -T- Pa ca /vi cS/r/o 

2 b- / T& of 

Z3./x3 /auska. *276 


/A ASS. 


zr vr 

0 7/ 7X &*<"*•■’*- 

'97 / 2> 

ro 

‘27 6 A rs 

-a ^ 3^ 

n/23 P^SCkkaL. 

2 A 

46 

• 6 , p SO 

Ji- ! l£ <aS (* 4 ) 

04/77 fhwtr*33 

3A 

46 

•Si /a 4f 

-A & ('f 

0?/xS few* */22 

4/3 

60 

/ / 4> 63 

-3 zzr <>5> 

Odjlt) Tr/iLAiSc- 

4C 

60 T 

!/b So 

^9-/ & 

OS/tJ CiW/irtA/S 

6 A 

60 


3V-/ /2? 

OJ/g/ (3 . /jg/ia ,5 

S 6 

SO *'”// 





S/ 9- 



























*/&/*? 



&&— 

/Q0/O/Z T^ yov/Z- 

/A/p«T' U///*rV /9^^-o^S. 

Jr You'*.* A/07- -7-00 A3USY. C ^»W^Q 

Sa-GcJ -i> OU>a/ /9 A. 1770.07. 

/rfxr_£r cV*c*z.£' Y/ 7*0./ i/7~2* r~Ao/*?. 

/ /fiy a/oa±>,76 S ***> /7077s 
d? . /gu/Z. A/o A 2>/*/&-? /*/<*■ Yo 70S 
3. />/7e>TG~S 

¥. 7$ S /2»0>/< (_ 7W7 /34S'y) 

QSo/^aY r<0/4- 7// A 7~) 

J //OAT 0 70 P*&a./S/ 7 •S0syj£7-A/sW/9 

So a» g 7 'yon/T 7)777*2- /T 4 <2—, /a/*s<T 
/307b 7 " Guyr-r C-o<r> fie GTS - / 0 /)<zal 
Scon 7 sen A /-0- C.7AC-J2S j erTC-, \ 

9 counts C./2A C/< <£> ctr or; 

iba-xo cstAc/C TO /Z//7\^ 7>/*Cp||[| 

74CK OUenQ- /V /*> * 7e> A7 7/ 

Y&. 






















Breen 


Katne.n @ 


Brais 0 


(' ? ■ 


oos UMnnnim nisn 

No cracks 


OF A M E M I C A 


Breen II 


Braig .1 


008 TOOTaMD BTMTmm 

Crack fron rin left of the left M upright to the top of the 
right ft upright and the E 


OF A 'WTW M I O A 


Breen 11+ Braig .2 


008 U»ITSD iflUi 

Crack between NE extends to R 

_ £_ _ 

OF A 'm I o A 










Brs.ig .3 


oil usTHni© imii 


OF Jk M S MTE O A 


Brs.ig .A 


■omm 


mnmXMa 


Crack fron rin left of 0 to rirs right of first h 


£_ l. ' _ 

&ir a innri o a 


Brs.ig ,b 


mom umra© itifii 

HERI crack extends to top of € 


_._J,_ 

'&w i 'mi a m a 














Breen IV 


hv-A ia i 


riwg~~ior]Mr]HnffiijLr igra^oeiss 

Crack alfiost encircles the entire coin, Hissing the ED, ES, 
first ft and final zero 

OTP Jk '“fc IB iisnnrrjr 


Brais 1,1 

0- 

Crack fron left U upright to rin 
(Double M crack nay cone first) 

oir~“i '^irinrTipX 


Braig 1.2 


rnmgrtmmwm' 'iiifii 

Branch crack to rin above fl uprights 
(May happen before the U to rin crack) 

otp i ' m is irjrrt" 
















Braig 1.3 


OCU _ _ _ _ . 

Crack frori top right of I in UNITED to rin 

OTr iL 'ElSliXy^I 


Braig 1.4 


emw uiMinrsD-' 

Part of cm crack over first A thicke 


_j,_ 

OTr Jk WinrT^C^ 


Breen 5 Katnan 2 Braig 2 



MirATFIlS 


Area over U hecones nushy (start of broken die) 
(Difficult to tell when retained cud hecones a cud) 


Qw A "si - m n cr A’ 













Braig 2.1 



tar A rinrTTA' 


Braig 2.2 



Crack fron top left of € to rin 


'wvMimma 


_ ± 

tar - £ l^nrirt 


Braig 2.3 



Branch crack fron crack between t and R to rin 
(Retained cud) 

_ -1 _ 

tar jl "fi a : 
















Breen VII 


Katnan 3 


Brais a 


-^ , v--=r«, r yfc=y^ "'-=3— . ,tvt"3=- *=^ 

tM* &-/J feri eM^ Jl, Jig, JEiifiiJLM [Cz^r Jt, Mm 4 iJ-ffr J-V 

Rin break frori space between Fl uprights alnost to R 

_ -i- -i- _^___ 

in 3 1L WT'nrt ~ir 


Breen IX Ratnan 4 Bra is 4 


y? 1 * 3 * 


to left side of C 


QW~ M. 



Brais 4 .1 


Break over U extends to left upright of N 
Area beneath fraction starting to break out 

Of - "! ^ a W a FT^^ 















Breen X 


Kafnan 5 


Braig 5 


orarTHfMnniBr 

Rin break fron U alnost covers N 

(Area beneath 2§© is nushy but not completely broken out) 


OF A 



Brais 5.5 



Break covers N conpietely 



Breen XI Katnan 6 Braig 6 



Triangular rin break over first R toward F 















Breen XII (?) 


— - - : . ~T—t- r - . 

I kJJ fexj dL tii Mb c£re*=r ai cL=£l Q=^j 

The pin break fron HERIC extends to near the right ribbon 
end (over the final A in AMERICA) 


Or 



Breen XIII Katnan 7 Braig 7 


I kJj ¥LM Kt» Jt'-ii iL Mb dMsiL# R-d & M* MMl liMi 

Break over UN extends to cover the I 



XI11 


Braig 7.I 

















Brais 7.2 


uuis yMBBTllMia 

Area over the H starts to break out 



Braig 7.3 


fpfpiif^r 


rr—nl 



Breen XIU Katnan S Braig 3 




















Katnan 9 


Bra. 19 9 



isnr 1 ":- 


Breen HU (?) 



Breen HUI (?) Katnan 10 


WTlBsii"' 


Rin break touches tops of 0 and F in OF 


. 


ifebi JS5s 

















GENE BRAIG 
BOX 334 

NORTH OLMSTED, OH 44070 


August 21, 1989 


Dear Roger, 

Thanks again to both you and Debbie for the warm hospitality 
while Frank and I were there. One of these days I hope to be able 
to repay you. On top of everything else, you make one heck of a 
tour guide. 

I had hoped to write before now but my life has been 
typically hectic. So be it. At least now I have something extra 
to report. 

Sold some and bought a few at ANA. My phone bids from 180 
did not get to B & M in time for them to enter into the book. The 
1794 #5 went to the book and the 1831 restrike to Dr. Lee on the 
floor. It's probably best that way. I really don't want to start 
in on the proofs. I did pick up the Shimkus 1794 #5 from 
Valenziano, a late 1811 #1 from Stack's, a couple of 1793's (Rintz 
from JRM and another from Teaparty, both slabbed) and some less 
significant pieces. 

My only real disappointment from the trip is that you and I 
didn't deal. Said another way. I'm unhappy you failed to offer me 
something(s) I couldn't say no to. Maybe next time? When are you 
and Carvin going to stop backing up your backups? 

Found a copy of Stack's 10/9/76 William H Fenn III sale. Do 
you need it for your library? Since you plated his 1796's I 
figured you were probably set but ... . 

Gino (GS in the survey) went to a local auction last week and 
had some competition for the 1806 half cent. Some clown bid him 
all the way up to $25 before dropping out. Pressing enclosed. 

The coin shows more LIBERTY than the pressing but it's really not 
necessary as there is enough date for comparisons. We've got it 
at AG3 and it's not, to the best of my knowledge, for sale. Gino 
didn’t think it was funny when I dropped my $100 offer to $65 
after seeing the coin. Sight unseen, I originally offered to 
double his money! Who said lightning can't strike Cleveland more 
than once. 

Do you have any of your deluxe or super-deluxe second 
editions for sale? I may have found an active secondary market 
but need to show the merchandise to be sure. 

Back to the 1806 #3 for a second - I count about 22-23 known 
now. Is that about right? It's getting harder and harder to keep 
score with all the new eyes looking for cherries and finding 
enough to be rewarding. 

JRM feels slabbed copper should remain entombed as long as 
periodic examination shows no sign of deterioration. From the 
greed viewpoint it appears Wall Street money may be on the brink 
of discovering nice early copper in a serious way and the smart 
money feels it would be foolish to eliminate up to 80% of the 
interest in a piece simply because it's raw. The big boys still 
may not buy but what they do to the price could be noticeable. 

And it may be risky to grave-rob now and re-bury later as those 
who know it all learn something about grading copper. 

Frank's recent raise went to his head -he's collecting 
again. The handfull of British Farthings he picked up at ANA are 


really kinda pretty. Here's hoping his attention isn't divided 
too badly. Maybe this too will pass. 

Jack Borckardt bought an electro deal at ANA and wanted an 
arm and a leg to part with them. There were colonials. Half Cents 
and large cents, supposedly at an average of over $100/each. 

Ouch. The 1796 no pole was apparently pre-sold at either $300 or 
$400. I may be crazy but I wouldn't pay that for one. Gino 
bought the 1831 original from him for a little over $100 so I've 
got competition for the fakes now too. I did see the piece (it's 
nicely done) but passed because of the super one I already have. 

You don't have a horned head Mass. Cent for sale, do you? A 
local collector asked me to pick one up for him. 

Don V. took one of my back-up 1804 #5's from me at $600. I'd 
better be careful or the count may drop beneath the first edition 
inspired five total. Another lessor piece sold at <$200. A run 
could be starting. It will be interesting to see how Don offers 
the expensive one, presuming he doesn’t have it pre-sold. A side 
trip on the way home to photo a 1796 #2 and 1802 #1 saw both my 
duplicate 1802's, including the one with cent undertype, and the 
rough 1805 #3 disappear. It's getting too easy to sell copper. 

I still haven't found the time to formalize my 1804 #6 notes 
and submit them to PW. Soon, maybe. . Writing long letters takes 
up too much time. On that happy note ... 


Best regards. 
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ROGER S. COHEN, JR. SPEAKS OUT - 


"Dear Mr. Breen: 

In going over the recent sale which you catalogued for Superior 
(Goldberg), on lot 4 you made the following statement: 

' 1. The shattered die of G-4 of 1797 was 
struck after all the G-3's. 

2. There were 12,167 half cents coined 
in 1799.' 

Your first statement has to do with emission sequence, and I 
challenge your statement. I have in my collection eleven specimens 
of G-4 and seven specimens of G-3. I must also add "hat five of the 
G-h's are VP or higher and that four of the G-3'3 are likewise VP or 
higher. Every G-3 that I have seen has the reverse break. If you 
have seen a G-3 without the reverse break, I would appreciate knowing 
where. 

In going over my G-4'3, I find that I have various stages of the 
shattered obverse die. On two of my latest state specimens, I find 
the reverse break in evidence but never as strong as on some of my 
G-3's. Therefore, I challenge your statement. 

In regards to your second statement of the 1799 coinage, I can 
only assume that you got this from the various Mint reports. These, 
as you know, were made up from the 'account book for the delivery of 
cents and half cents' which is in the National Archives. The final 
page lists a delivery of 12,167 after March, 1799. It also lists a 
total 1793 coinage of 31,934 which is the source of Snowdon's in¬ 
correct 1793 coinage figure, so that I feel anything from this page 
is suspect. 

Further back in the book, under date of April 7, 1799, the 
following entry i3 made: 

'Cents on hand 8*250 

Half cents 12,170, making cents 6,085 

T05T 

The account book does not indicate a delivery. It says '_on hand 1 . 
I feel that these were coined in the spring of 1797» but not delivered 
or counted until 1799. I have notided in the past that you have in¬ 
dicated the coinage date as being the delivery date. I do not think 
this is necessarily so. Hence, I question or challenge your statement 
on a coinage of 12,167 half cents in 1799. 

Walter, I am not writing thi3 letter to be argumentative. I 
want to know the facts, and I want to make this type of information 
available to those who are interested. I have solicited your assist¬ 
ance in the past and have been rejected. I can only point out that 
my interest in half cents will cease only when I die. Until that 
time, I will continue my present course. 

Sincerely, 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr." 




AND WALTER BREEN REPLIES: 


"Dear Mr. Cohen: 

As for your claim that you have 'solicited my assistance in the 
past and have been rejected 1 , I do not know what you are talking about. 
I have no earlier letters from you, and I have no recollection of any 
verbal requests for 'assistance'. Please specify, and if I have 
readily accessible information - short of retyping hundreds of pages 
of archives data or furnishing irreplaceable annotated catalogues or 
the like - I will be glad to help in the same way that I have helped 
any number of other EAC people, and on the same basis - viz., that 
there is no direct commercial consequence, as my contract with FCI 
forbids it. Requests of that kind have to be cleared through Stanley 
Apfelbaum. 

As for half cents actually being coined (not merely delivered) 
in the calendar year 1799> not only does R.W.Julian spell it out in 
The NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK Magazine, saying that most of them were 
overstrikes on cut-down spoiled cents, but the coins themselves bear 
this out. An especially clear cut instance is a Low Head piece (in 
one of Lester Merkin's sales of a few years back, if memory serves) 
overstruck on, of all things, a 1798 S-173* This is from a late 
state of the obverse die of the half cent, though not the latest known. 
Proof that it was made in the calendar year 1799 is easy and depends 
entirely on the chronology of the 1798 cents of this group. 

Specifically, the 1798 S-173 was made between 1799/8 NCI and 
1799/8 S-188. The emission sequence is as follows: 

1799/8 NCI, Perfect die reverse. 

1798 S-173. Identical reverse to the above, without 
and with an injury to die at ER. 

1799/8 S-188.Obverse usually perfect, but also with 

the famous quadruple break. Reverse 
perfect, and with break at lower right. 

1798 S-186. Reverse identical to the last, always with 
a later stage of the same break. 

1798 S-I 87 . Obverse of S-186 in later state. Reverse 
different. Commonest of all 1798's. 

Now, the half cent overstruck on a cut-down S-173 must have been 
made after at least the first S-173's* It follows from the above that 
it was made after the 1799/8 NCI's. This must have been in the cal¬ 
endar year 1799 , not in the spring of 1797 as you suggested above.' 

Half cents coined in March, 1799 might easily have remained on 
hand in the April 7 reference you cite, no matter what scrivener's 
errors may have crept into the book. The G-2' s of 1797 with a still 
heavier obverse break must have followed. 

As for the reverse break on the 1797 3-3 and G-4» I came to the 
same conclusion as you in the early 1950 'and tentatively, I listed 
the order as G-l, Gripped, G-2, G-JI 4 ., G-3. But in 1951-1954* I aft w 
several worn examples of both varieties with the break, and both 
varieties without the reverse break. There were very few G-3 * s without 
the reverse break; they are rare, although I would not call them 
extremely rare. The pieces which I examined were in various dealer 




stocks: New Netherlands, Stack's, Warfield, A.E.p«bee, W.C.Douglas 
(Glastonbury, Conn.), S.M.Koeppel, and others. My various notes 
are not accessible at the moment, as I am not writing you from home; 
otherwise, I could try to search out at least one perfect-reverse 
G-3 which has appeared at auction. 

The emission sequence is much more complex than either of us had 
suspected. If the earliest G-l and G-2 (perfect obverse dia) were 
made in the spring of 1797 as generally thought, then the order is 
G-l, Gripped, G-2 perfect dies and with partial obverse crack (plan- 
chets were mixed up among these), then a hiatus and a group of blanks 
of different origin, early G-3, early G-l|, later G-3 and G-I 4 ., then a 
hiatus, then shattered die G-l^'s and G-3's with the latest reverse 
break, and at the very last, the overstrikes of the Low Head type 
with plain obverse and reverse breaks. It is entirely possible that 
the whole issue of March, 1799 consisted of overstrikes. 

As for ray generally taking the delivery date to be the same as 
the coinage date or shortly afterwards, thi 3 was normal Mint practice. 
It was to the advantage of the coiner to turn over newly-minted coins 
of any denomination to make room in his vault for new blanks and to 
remove a debit from his account - security and all that. 

As for your splendid profession of faith that your interest in 
half cents will cease only when you die, the only possible comment 
is: Good for youl One welcomes such enthusiasm. But, as for 'con¬ 
tinuing in your present course', please define your terms. I don't 
wish to sound argumentative either, but.... 

~~7rRespectively yours, 

Walter Breen'' 
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There is one other reason that might 
have delayed the half cent coinage for 
several weeks after the blanks were 
received The 1800 half cent is of a new 
design, compared to earlier dates, after 
the one introduced on the silver dollar in 
late 1795 The draped bust figure, said to 
have been designed by Gilbert Stuart, 
was put on the cent in 1796 and now the 
half cent. A new hub had to be cut by 
engraver Robert Scot for this purpose. 

I If the half cent coinage of earlier i n^ 
i 1800~should turn out to have been dated j 

| 1797, which must be considered a distin ct 

1 possibility , then there is a readv-mad e, 

! excuse for the late beginning It is un- 
1 likelv. however, that we will ever know 


1 the answer to this question for a n ab_- 

^solute certainty ZzTvCZTT? 

A small lot of half cents was struck in 
November 1800. from the remaining 
Boulton Dlanchets. but it was not until 
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Box 352 : Berkeley, CA 94701 


Dear Mr MMMMM Cohen: 


Your letter dated Dec. 1, 1973 did not reach me until shortly before Christy 
mas, as I was out of town, and I have been so tied up since then with tne an 
nual Guidebook auction compilation as to preclude replying to anyone unti 
yesterday. Even you. Sorry 'bout that. 


Possibly it was not your intention to have your letter reprinted m PW. It 
seemed to me, on rereading it, that the issues there brought up were impor¬ 
tant enough to require public notice and commentaryspecifically, I had 
hoped that various EAC members would be able to provide additional evidence 
of othker 1797 half cents overstruck on or by_ cent dies--especially attribu¬ 
table ones. I felt this course better^than Having to recapitulate both your 
letter and my reply in detail when I would have to bring up the question m 
PW. (One of the Superior Goldbergs showed me Ruby's various 1797's==subse- 
quently privately sold, contrary to their agreement with FCI--in LA, while I 
had your"letter with me; which triggered my course of action.) Also, not to 
put too fine a point on it, I was and am itritated with your choice of lan¬ 
guage, and in no mood to spend a lot of time placathg you. 


Wherever you sent me any lttters in 1970 or '71, they failed to reach me. We 
learned that much of our mail sent to Swaim Ave. in Staten Island failed to 
get there--including some cheques and some bills, to embarrassment of more 
than one party; Unfortunately, mail from Staten Island also sometimes failed 
to reach its destination, which can be damnably inconvemient when the piece 
of mail is a payment on an overdue phone bill! 


I do not recall the wording of your question on either your or my book on h£ 
cents at the Washington ANA Convention, but I do recall I had been badgered 
by a variety of people at that same convention abotit why I didn't GET OFF MY 
ASS AND BUBLISH or why I hadn't done ao already or.... And at the time you 
were the last straw. I am sorry if my accumulated irritation from being 
poked in the same apsore spot yet again and again and AGAIN and A*G*A*I*N 
showed in your presence. You say you "got tired waiting to see my book.' 1 
Don't you think I got at least equally tired of badgering John Ford about it 
ever since 1956 ? The book was up to date then, but he kept tryingfi--he said 
--to get others to help subsidize its publication; there was a monstrous fus$ 
about the plates (which were satisfactory enough to me) and a still worse 
fuss about his wanting me to rewrite it from scratch, all 350 pp.,.in my 
spare time, free despite its interference with professional mm assignments. 
Did you seriously think I could afford the $7,000 quoted by one publisher to 
have it vanity pressed? Alternatively, did you seriously think I should ha - © 
made fair copies of not only the ms. but the several hundred pages of addi¬ 
tional notes so that you or someone else could publish* them all on their 
own? I have had that ego-trip scene with at least three other people (the 
latest one is still in EAC) oaver the years, and it is not worth the effort 
or the cost to me. I had no intention to antagonize you, but--because of 
the way the other questions had been framed--I was in no mood to try to 
save $7,000+ to publish, or to spend the year or two rewriting it to update 
it, especially if then I would have to turn the result over to someone else 
who expected to publish it under his own name. Hence, then as now,"I don't 
give a continental damn what you do." I was out of the picture on publish® 
or contributing on the scale required. I was, and am, sick and tired to 
death of being badgered about it. 


The help I have extended to other EAC people has had to do with specific 
questions which Would be answemred fairly briefly. I was ntt, and with my 
FCI contract I am not, in a position to answer questions which would requifSS 
copying out hundreds of pages of notes which nobody in the world could read 
as is , or submitting publishable mss. Just yesterday I had to turn down a 
request from another EAC member who wants to publish a complete roster of 
proof-only half-cents by complete pedigree for each of the 399+ specimens. 




Roger S Cohen Esq-2 

t 

Obviously this man had n£ idea of the amount of work such a request would 
require--even aside from its being a violation of my contract^. Even if my 
pedigree ledger were completely updated (which would take me several months 
to complete), the sheer bulk of such a project rules out simply giving him ± 
Do you seriously contend I should have done so ? 

You speak of favoritism and specially mention Jon Hanson. This proves your 
dossier on me is based on insufficiat facts: "contrary to the course that ha 
been generally [?] taken by you in the Past. For 20 years you only fed to 
certain persons what you wanted them to know. I have Noticed [?] referedced 
to your Past actions on the pages of ^"Penny-Wise" innumerable [?] times..." 
As for Jon Hanson, I fehave known him since he was a child. I trained him; 
he shared information with me, and when he grew up he helped me out of 
grave difficulties. Are you saying I should have done the same with all 
comers ? Life and time are too short. You claim that I “Squelched" Paul 
Munson and Dr. West. I have no idea what I could have said which might have 
given either of these good people any such idea as you cited (or is it your 
own idea?). I haven't heard from Dr. West since Jan. 1965, when he was dis¬ 
cussing edge lettering (claiming that LL G5's of 1794 have the 1795 edge let 
tering, which I have been unable to confirm from specimens seen to date); 

I thought my reply was courteous, though conceivably he might have misunder¬ 
stood it. I haven't seen Paul Munson in years, but I thought we were still 
friends, and I was under the impression that he knew I waas a lousy corres- 
onplent. I would be gladto hear from either of them again. As for Howard 
Hazelcorn, that is a dasore point, especially since he copied others' mater¬ 
ial and published it under his own name, among other things I will not dis¬ 
cuss here. He has presumably grown up since, but at the moment I see no rea¬ 
son to invite him to copy anything else. SDo you xthink I should have? I 
have already suffered at least three times TFom people who'borcowed' mater- 
ial from me with the aim of publishing it on wtheir own under their own 
names. One of these people is still in EAC. Do you contend I should encour¬ 
age these ventures ? Let them do their own research; - 1 had to. I will answer 
specific wquestions, but I am not here to make others' ego trips easy. 

As for "what I have done over the years", as you contend: Unpaid I published 
for years in The Numismatist . (Since Dec. 1950.) When I had to raise money 
to survive in college, I began writing for the Num . Scrapbook. continuing ti 
lit moved to Sidney, Ohio; and in Whitman Num. Journal until it folded. Sine 
then I've dond likewise in Num. News Weekly and Coins and Coinage when I 
could persuade editors that my material was suitable. Colonial Newsletter 
and PW have had my contributions when I could afford the tpare time; my very 
full professional schedule seldom permits me to do unpaid amateur writing. 

I hadve tried this course wiba rather than encouraging extensive correspondmie 
ence to avoid duplication of effort. I have tried to discourage extensive 
correspondence because I learned in 1964 that it expands into a fulltime 
task--evidently you haven't had this problem. In 1964 I had to answer over 
200 letters per week, without a secretary. The situation became critical 
when upwards of thirty peeple per aweek sent me coins to authenticate, 
wanting them back registered airmail the same day , without even--more than 
2/3 the time--reimbursing me for postage, out-of-pocket lab fees, or the 
standard 5% authentication fee. Letters came to hme addressed "Walter 
Breen, Berkeley, Calmly" without other address and were delivered apparently 
as fast as those with the box number. Within a year (summer 1965) I succumbd 
to illness and the rest is inm history. Do you want this to build up again 
the same way ? 
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‘ original conclusion placing the 1797 Low Head die first was baded on the 
evidence of punches. The pointed 9 punch was used on the 16-star dimes, 
which are known to have preceded the 13-star type; first deliveries of 
dimes, Feb. 28 and March 21, meant that the die and therefore the punch 
must have been in existence still earlier. The 13-star dimes, using the 
knobbed 9 punch found on G-3 § 4 half-cent obvs., were delivered between 
May 26 and Aug. 20, 1797, after which the Mint closed for the yellow fever 
epidemic, not to reopen until November. This strongly suggests that the 
Low Head die was made first. Until the overstrikes showed up, I did not 
have any readon to believe that the coins were made in later years. An obvi¬ 
ous opportunity for briefly using any old dies which could be pressed into 
service $was the 179xxxHd 1799 eme®rgency issues (see my monograph on Half 
Eagles 1798-98, p. 10): Nov. 9, 1797--end of year; Nov. 1--Dec. 31, 1798; 
same period of 1799. My contention was that the Low Head dies were used on 
several occasions, and that the year 1799 seems more likely than 1800 be¬ 
cause of the known deliveries of that year; evidently we have been reading 
different Julian articles. (July 1973, p. 598$ among others.) Further: if 
the ’’Dupont" and some other half cents were overstruck hy_ cent dies, that 
provides a terminus. Cf. the lettered edge coin in Congress Hall, Philadel¬ 
phia, ex Frank H. Stewart, overstruck by S-115; cf. also Brobston-Merkin 
3/69:597. If you say all these coins were made ija 1800 , yofiu must argue 
that S-115, 160-1 , 164 , 173, 1799/8 , 186-7 were alT~made in 1800,ana laterna 
than the half-cents. The question seems moot, though a sensible idea might 
be that the vered in 1799 were made during ibfam rammitimx Nov.-Dec 

1798 but not then delivered. I don’t have Julian’s articles at hand with 
the exception cited, worse luck. 

I am not "investment-oriented!’ in the sense you speak of. I write auction 
catalogues--the Pine Tree GENA sale#, and (by arrangement between the Super¬ 
ior Goldbergs ahd FCI) the Gilhousen silver and Ruby catalogues. FCI hieed 
me as a watchdog, but they allow me to do my own barking; they do not re¬ 
quire me to approach coins as investments irrespective of their numismatic 
nature. FCI has been very good to me; the terms of my contract are far 
more generous than those of any previous dealer employers. I have personal 
loyalty for both lester Merkin and Charles Wormser, but they have not been 
in recxent years in a position to use my services fulltime. Numismatics for 
me mpst be a source of income, without my being a dealer--a problem you arw 
evidently fortunate enough not to share. 

I take it by the tone of your letter that you remgard enmity as permanent. 

I do not wish it, but the next move is up to you. I ibhave tried to be as 
honest mherein as despite the sizable buildup of adrenalin which your verbal 
abuse has stimulated. I do not feel that I owe you any more apologies than 
those you have already had from me herein; but then, misunderstandings so 
profound as those between us are likely to result not from what injury either 
of us may have fancied he has received from the other, but merely from tem¬ 
peramental incompatibility. Short of an encounter group I do not know what 
I could do now to remedy anything. The next move is still up to you. If 
you wish to shake hands and end it there at the next EAC meeting, fine. If 
you wish to retain your evil opinions of me, I am sure I can cope, without 
reciprocating. 

Respectively yours, 

VlOtU, 


Walter Breen 




